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dire tale of woe; and yet the facts are imposing. Wages are impossibly- 
low ; unemployment is great. And yet, because in the majority of house- 
holds home work is used only as supplementary to outside work and 
earnings, the looked-for distress is not in evidence. 

This study undertaken by the Women's Educational and Industrial 
Union in conjunction with the Bureau of Statistics was originally pub- 
lished by the state without the introductory matter and the conclusions 
of the present volume. The earlier document had the value of stating 
the situation simply and succinctly while the rather mooted " conclusions " 
of the private organization, which may or may not follow from the text, 
complicate and probably exaggerate the issues. 

The investigators found that in the six industries studied: (i) there 
were 78 per cent of the workers receiving less than $150 a year; (2) em- 
ployment was very irregular; (3) child labor did about one-fifth of the 
work (child labor was eliminated by the Legislature in 19 13); (4) living 
and working conditions were not bad. 

The director of the study pointed out the inadequate nature of the 
present licensing and the expense and elaborateness of complete licens- 
ing, and concludes in favor of prohibition. 

The proposal which seems to cover the problem most effectively is 
one by Professor Cummins, which appears in a footnote. He favors 
putting large discretionary powers in the hands of the Department of 
Labor with the assistance of an advisory committee of employers, trade 
unionists, charity workers, etc., which would decide cases on their merits, 
subject to appeal in public hearing. 

As hinted, the effect of the six separate investigations is repetitive 
and tedious. From the conclusions one is honestly forced to the impres- 
sion of much ado about little. Had the facts and the alternative 
remedies proposed been published alone, a much less imposing but far 
more readable and effective document would have resulted. 

Ordway Tead 
Secretary, Massachusetts Committee on Unemployment 



The Family as a Social and Educational Institution. By Willy- 
stine Goodsell. New York: Macmillan, 1915. Pp. xiv 

+55°- 
Beyond indicating that this book is a "history" and in a "textbook 
series in education," the author does not offer any explanation of its 
purpose or scope. As history, it follows the time relation consistently, 
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and only the last ninety pages are devoted to the contemporary family. 
As a textbook, it is clearly written, has short chapters with brief bibliog- 
raphies of sources and secondary works, and is an extremely valuable 
condensation of facts and direct citations which otherwise would require 
laborious research for the average student. 

Exactly what the author had in mind in discussing the "family as a 
social and educational institution" is rather obscure — not that he does 
or should present an argument; only in the discussion of present-day 
conditions does he permit himself any expression of opinion. But in the 
mere collection of data some preconception of the family must have been 
a guide. For example, in the minds of some students the family is 
bound up in the welfare of the child, and infant mortality is a point at 
which the family and social welfare converge. No treatment of infant 
mortality other than passing reference is found in the book. Similarly 
no effort is made to formulate a standard of family life, physical or other- 
wise, or to discuss efforts in that direction. There is no attempt to 
measure economic pressure on the family. No consideration of the 
problem of the aged appears. 

This is noted, not to disparage valuable material which the book does 
contain, but rather to point out that the unifying principle is not alto- 
gether clear. As a textbook intended to provide "canned information," 
the book is increasingly valuable in proportion to the paucity in library 
facilities where it is used. As a systematic introduction to a problem, 
however, it is rather descriptive than analytical or searching. Indeed, 
the same comment applies to the few instances where the author expresses 
his own opinion on problems of the day. It is not quite clear that the 
writing of some hundreds of pages of descriptive historical treatment of 
the family bears any relation whatever to the opinions he presents on 
family problems today, although his opinions are for the most part 
moderate and doubtless could be sustained. 

On the whole, with the foregoing qualifications which lean rather to 
discussion of the ideal textbook than to fair criticism of one of the first 
in the field, this book is a genuine contribution for which many of 
us have looked. Bridging as it does the gap between Westermarck, 
Howard, and other technical writers on the one hand, and younger 
minds confused by their infinite detail, it will be useful, if not the most 
useful, for undergraduate work in the study of the family for a long 
time to come. 

B. Warren Brown 

University of Chicago 



